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CODE OF BYLAWS 

OF 

WISDOM’S GOLDENROD, LTD. 

[as amended 11/11/2012] 

 

ARTICLE I--IDENTIFICATION 

 

 Section 1:  Name 

The name of this organization is Wisdom’s Goldenrod, Ltd., Center for Philosophic 

Studies, herein called “Wisdom’s Goldenrod” or “the Center”.  

 

Section 2: Address 

The address of the registered office of the Corporation is 5801 Route 414, Hector, NY 

14841. 

 

ARTICLE II—PURPOSE AND ACTIVITIES 

 

Section 1: Purpose 

Wisdom’s Goldenrod is a non-sectarian, non-political, educational organization, 

established to aid the individual inquiry into truth and to preserve and cultivate our 

philosophic heritage. We intend and desire to operate under these Bylaws as one body in 

accord with our charter, granted in 1975 by the State of New York, as a non-profit cultural 

organization. 

 

Section 2: Activities 

The Center provides an environment for the nonsectarian comparative study of Western 

and Eastern philosophies, with the aim of understanding the truths that underlie all 

traditions.  No one philosophical system is studied to the exclusion of others. The Center 

holds regular classes, seminars, and meditations. The library offers a quiet place for 

independent study. The residential facilities provide the opportunity for individuals to 

study, live and work on the premises for an extended period or for short-term retreats. 

 

The Center may sponsor the publication of books or articles. It may occasionally organize 

fund-raising activities for itself or other worthwhile causes.  

 

The activities of Wisdom’s Goldenrod are not necessarily limited to those mentioned here. 

The Center’s activities are open for public participation in accordance with these Bylaws 

and normal operating procedures.  

 

Section 3: Activities Planning 

 

The scheduling, planning and content of major activities, including classes, shall be 

primarily the responsibility of the voting members at their General Meetings (see Article 

IV, Section 2) except that any member may sponsor or organize seminars on any topic that 

accords with the purpose of Wisdom’s Goldenrod. At General Meetings, the voting 

members may resolve to retain or to delegate some or all of this responsibility to the  
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Board, to the members as a whole, to a subgroup of members or voting members, or to a 

Special Committee. Any such resolutions may be reviewed and changed at any subsequent 

General Meeting. It is intended that the structure and content of activities will be reviewed 

periodically to take into account the needs of the membership. 

 

 

 

ARTICLE III—MEMBERS 

 

Section 1: Membership 

Any person, regardless of race, gender, religion, philosophic or political belief, can become 

a member of Wisdom’s Goldenrod. Members may participate in any of the activities of 

Wisdom’s Goldenrod, participate in Meetings of members, use the Center for retreat (see 

Article VIII) and have other privileges as determined by the voting members (see below). 

Persons are considered members if they are in agreement with the purpose of the Center 

and meet either of the following criteria: 

 

1. Sustained interest or participation in any of the activities of 

Wisdom’s Goldenrod during the previous six months. 

2. Payment of dues during the previous six months. 

             

Section 2: Dues 

The dues shall be suggested by the Finance Committee and approved by the voting 

Members. 

 

Section 3: Voting Privileges 

Any member shall be a voting member after meeting both of the above criteria for  

membership.  To maintain voting privileges dues must be paid during the six months 

prior to any vote, except that the Board of Directors shall reduce, substitute, or waive 

the dues requirement for individual members as appropriate. Residents (see Article 

VIII) are exempted from dues. 

 

Section 4: Expulsion of Members 

Members who engage in extremely disruptive behavior or whose actions are harmful to the  

goals and public standing of the organization may be expelled from Wisdom’s Goldenrod 

by a vote of three-fourths of the Board of Directors. This shall be done only after an 

individual has been informed of the proposed action and has had an opportunity to offer 

defense. Those expelled are prohibited from any further participation, but may petition to  

be reinstated by the Board.  

 

ARTICLE IV—MEETINGS OF MEMBERS 

 

Section 1: Annual Meeting 

At the Center on the first Sunday of November there shall be an Annual Meeting of 

members.  Meeting time, proposed Annual Budget, and agenda shall be posted on the 

Center bulletin board, and other channels such as e-mail and the newsletter, distributed by 

the Board with the ballot for the Board elections (see Article V, Section 3) and announced  
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in classes at least two weeks before the Annual Meeting. The Meeting shall include the 

Announcement of the new Board of Directors, the Annual Report, and a vote on the 

proposed Annual Budget. 

 

Section 1: General Meetings 

A General Meeting of members refers to any meeting of the membership at which a 

binding vote may take place. General Meetings may be called by the Board, by request 

of any Committee, or by request of any five voting members. Only voting members may 

vote at a General Meeting, but all members are welcome to participate. 

 

The Board shall schedule General Meetings sparingly, at convenient times, and only 

when warranted.  Meeting time and agenda shall be posted by the Board and announced 

in class at least two weeks before the Meeting except as specified in Section 3. 

 

Section 3: Special General Meetings 

Special General Meetings may be called by the Board, which shall be responsible for 

individual notification (within reason) of all voting members at least 24 hours before the 

Meeting.  

 

Section 4: Voting at General Meetings 

Unless voting members arrange in advance of a General Meeting to vote by absentee 

ballot, they must be present to vote on any resolutions. The quorum required for voting 

shall be one-half of the eligible voting members. A vote of the majority of voting members 

present is necessary to pass any resolution, except as otherwise noted in these Bylaws. 

 

Votes shall be taken either by a simple hand count or written ballot. The Board or a 

majority of voting members at a General Meeting may, when deemed necessary, submit 

any resolution for a mailed ballot. If there are doubts regarding a vote, five or more voting 

members may request a voting membership eligibility check and possible revote. 

 

ARTICLE V—THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Section 1: Responsibilities 

The Board of Directors shall be the principal legal and fiscal representative of Wisdom’s 

Goldenrod. In addition to the responsibilities given in other Articles of these Bylaws, it 

shall be responsible for the general operation of the Center, the safeguarding of assets, 

coordinating suggestions concerning Center activities, and maintaining community 

relations. The Board shall act as arbiter in all questions of interpretation of the meaning or 

intent of these Bylaws, and be responsible for posting schedules of classes, meditations, 

and any other activities approved by the members. It is the intent of these Bylaws that the 

Board of Directors will consider the general welfare of the Center and make proposals 

when appropriate.  

 

In matters that require timely attention and which would normally require approval from 

the membership, the Board shall have the authority to make decisions.  The Board shall use  
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such authority only when the press of time requires it, seek as much input from the 

members as the situation allows, and fully report on and seek approval of actions taken at 

the next General Meeting of members. 

 

The Board, together with the appropriate Committees, shall prepare an Annual Report (oral 

and written) and a proposed budget for the next Fiscal Year, which shall be made available 

to the membership two weeks before the Annual Meeting (see Article IV, Section 1). The 

Annual Report shall include the financial and Committee reports, and any 

recommendations for future activities. 

 

Section 2: Number and Tenure (amended November 11 2012) 

There shall be seven members of the Board of Directors, elected from the voting 

membership for a period of two years starting on the day of the Annual Meeting. There 

shall be no limit to the number of terms a Board Member may serve.  

 

To ensure continuity of the Board, four directors shall be elected every two years, and 

three shall be elected every other year with the exception noted in Appendix I. 

 

  After serving one two-year term to which he or she has been elected, a Board member may 

 volunteer to continue for one more term without election.  

.  

Section 3: Elections (amended November 14
th

 2010) 

At least three weeks before the Annual Meeting the Board shall appoint an Election 

Committee from among itself or the membership, this shall not include any person running 

for the Board.  The Election Committee will notify the Center community via channels 

such as e-mail, the newsletter, and notices at the Center, that votes are being accepted for a 

specified number of Board positions needing to be filled. 

 

Each member votes for up to twice as many people as are needed to fill the open Board 

positions (including alternates), submitting these votes to the Committee. For ballots to 

count they must be received by the Election Committee at least one day before the Annual 

Meeting.  

 

The Committee will tally the votes and contact the persons with the most votes. If they are 

willing to serve, they will become the new Board members (and alternates) at the Annual 

Meeting. If not, the Committee will move down the list until the necessary positions are 

filled.  Those receiving the highest number of votes shall be elected with the next two 

highest being announced as alternates. Ties shall be broken by an impartial method such as 

a coin toss.  

 

Section 4: Replacement of Board Members 

A member of the Board may resign by submitting a written resignation to the Board. Also, 

at any time, the membership may remove Directors from the Board by written ballot of 

two-thirds of the voting members present at a General Meeting. In either case the next 

alternate from the most recent election shall be appointed to fill the vacancy.  

 

Section 5: Meetings of the Board 

The Board of Directors shall meet once per month or as they deem necessary. Regular 

meetings shall be announced and open to the entire membership. The Board may schedule 

an Emergency Board Meeting by notifying individual Board members in advance. To 

conduct business, a majority of the Board must be present. Votes taken by the Board  
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require a majority of the entire Board for ratification. No single Director shall make 

unilateral decisions for the Center. 

 

Any decision or resolution approved by the Board may be overturned by a two-thirds vote 

of voting members at a General Meeting.  

 

ARTICLE VI—OFFICERS 

 

Section 1: Appointments 

  The Board shall appoint from itself or the voting membership a Secretary and a Treasurer 

  for a term of no more than two years, renewable at the discretion of the Board. A person 

  may only hold one office at a time. 

 

  Section 2: Responsibilities of the Secretary 

  The Secretary shall draft correspondence for the Board. Correspondence on behalf of the 

  Board judged important shall be read in full by each Board member and agreed upon by 

  a majority vote. Where appropriate, the Board shall seek the membership’s approval for 

  important correspondence.  

 

  The Secretary or a designate shall take minutes at General Meetings of members. These 

  Minutes shall be posted on the bulletin board within one week after the meeting. The  

  Secretary shall maintain a list of members and other interested persons and shall keep a 

  record of all correspondence. 

 

  Section 3: Responsibilities of the Treasurer 

  The Treasurer presides over the Finance Committee and is responsible for the general 

  financial accounting of Wisdom’s Goldenrod. The Treasurer is also responsible for 

  presenting a brief financial report at each monthly Meeting of the Board, to be included 

  in the minutes of that meeting. 

 

  Only the Treasurer and such other persons as designated by the Board shall sign checks 

  on behalf of Wisdom’s Goldenrod. Any expenditure not included in the Annual Budget 

  greater than $250.00 shall be submitted to the Board for approval. 

 

ARTICLE VII—COMMITTEES 

 

  Section 1: Establishment 

  Any interested member may at any time become a member of any standing committee. 

  It shall be a policy to have all committees open to any member willing to serve; members  

  with specific capabilities shall be encouraged to work and participate in decision-making. 

  If the size of or composition of a committee becomes unmanageable, the Board is 

authorized to limit committee membership. Such decisions are subject to reversal by the 

membership at the next General Meeting. 

 

Committees shall work closely with the Board and the membership. Names of existing 

committees, committee members, and meeting times shall be posted on the bulletin board. 
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Each standing committee, with the exception of the Finance Committee which shall be 

chaired by the Treasurer (as noted in Article VI Section 3), shall elect a chair for a term of 

one year at its first meeting after the Annual Meeting.  This chair shall report the activities 

of that committee to the Board and, when of interest to the membership, at the next Annual 

Meeting.  

 

The following shall be Standing Committees: Buildings and Grounds, Library and Finance. 

Any other special committees, including the Election Committee (described in Article V, 

Section 3) may be established by the Board or the voting members as needed. Unless these 

new committees are reinstated by the Board they shall cease after one year.  

 

Section 2: Buildings and Grounds Committee 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee shall be responsible for overseeing maintenance 

and improvements of the buildings, equipment, and grounds of the Center. It shall also be 

responsible for implementing safety procedures to be followed when work is undertaken.  

 

Duties include: submitting a proposed Annual Budget for maintenance and improvements 

to the Finance Committee; scheduling and implementing the work; and soliciting member 

support in carrying out the projects. Expenses not anticipated in the Annual Budget are 

subject to the prior approval of the Treasurer or the Board. 

 

Section 3: Library Committee 

The Library Committee shall be responsible for developing and organizing the Library’s 

collection of books, periodicals, manuscripts, and other non-book materials. It shall also be 

responsible for maintaining art, records and tapes, stereo, computers and other related 

equipment.  

 

The Library Committee shall suggest and administer guidelines for the use of the library’s 

resources. It shall also submit a proposed Annual Budget to the Finance Committee. 

Expenses not anticipated in the Annual Budget are subject to the prior approval of the 

Treasurer or the Board. 

 

Section 4: Finance Committee 

The Finance Committee shall be responsible for establishing and supervising the budget 

for Wisdom’s Goldenrod. It shall report income and expenditures to the Board at its 

monthly meeting, prepare a report of income and expenditures for the Annual Report, and, 

together with the Board, prepare a proposed budget for the next Fiscal Year. 

 

The Finance Committee shall be responsible for collecting and recording dues and 

maintaining a list of voting members. It shall recommend a suitable level of dues as part of 

the proposed Annual Budget. 
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ARTICLE VIII--RESIDENCE AND RETREATS 

 

Section 1: Residents 

Any person may become a resident of the Center if there is enough sleeping room and it is 

agreed upon by a simple majority of both the current residents and the entire Board of 

Directors. Responsibilities, privileges and budget for the residents shall be arranged with 

the Board. 

 

Section 2: Retreats 

Any member may take a retreat of four or fewer weeks if there is enough sleeping room 

and they sign up in advance with the Board or its designate.  Non-members may use the 

facilities for retreat upon approval of the Board or its designate. 

 

ARTICLE IX—FISCAL YEAR 

 

The Fiscal Year of Wisdom’s Goldenrod is October 1 to September 30. 

 

ARTICLE X—AMENDMENT OF THE BYLAWS 

 

Proposed changes to the Bylaws shall be distributed to the voting membership at least two 

weeks before being voted upon.  Amendments to the bylaws shall require a 2/3 vote of all 

voting members present at a General Meeting. 

 

ARTICLE XI—DISSOLUTION 

 

Dissolution of the Corporation shall require an affirmative vote of three-fourths of the 

voting members present at a General Meeting. The voting membership shall appoint the 

Board or a separate committee to make provision for the disposition of the Corporation’s 

assets.  

 

Upon dissolution of the Corporation, the Board/Committee shall, after paying or making 

provisions for the payment of liabilities of the Corporation, distribute the Corporation 

assets exclusively to charitable, religious, scientific, literary, or educational organizations 

which would then qualify under the provisions of Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code and its Regulations as they now exist or as they may hereafter be amended. 

Every effort shall be made to find a recipient organization whose purpose and operation is 

similar to that of Wisdom’s Goldenrod and whose intent is to use the facilities for purposes 

consistent with those stated in Article II of these Bylaws. 

 

ARTICLE XII—DEDICATION 

 

We dedicate our efforts to actualize the spirit of philosophy at Wisdom’s Goldenrod to 

Anthony J. Damiani, and to his wisdom, compassion and patience in guiding us. 
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RATIFICATION 

 

These Bylaws [original—1985?] shall become effective immediately upon ratification by 

at least 60 current members of Wisdom’s Goldenrod and approval of the incumbent Board 

of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX I: FIRST ELECTION 

 

 

The first election after the adoption of these bylaws shall be as follows: seven directors 

shall be elected, with the four receiving the most votes each to serve for two years (plus 

X months until the first Annual Meeting), and the rest serving for one year (plus x months) 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 


